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Resources Volunteer
What is the Cumbria Development Education Centre (CDEC)?

	CDEC (registered charity number 515020) aims to support students, teachers and community groups in understanding and promoting the knowledge, skills and attitudes needed to participate in a multicultural society and an interdependent world.  
We are one of a network of accredited Development Education Centres across the UK and a member of the Development Education Association.  Development Education seeks to explore the links between our own lives and those of people throughout the world, recognising ways in which we are all dependent on each other, pointing out the reasons for inequalities in the world at all levels, and helping people tackle these inequalities in their own everyday lives and actions.



Resources: an extensive collection of books, activity packs and artefacts for loan through our resource base.  
Support and training:  on all aspects of global citizenship, including equality and diversity, sustainable development and social justice 

School Linking: support programmes on developing link partners, both local and global

Philosophy for Children: introductory sessions and SAPERE accredited level 1 training.

Publications: a range of CDEC and other publications for sale, all of which provide support, activities and ideas on how to introduce and embed the global dimension into the school curriculum.


What is the resource base?
CDEC has a resource base at the Education Development Unit, Low Nook on the University of Cumbria’s Ambleside campus.  This is where we hold all of our resources: artefacts, topic boxes, books, magazines and activity packs.  This area is open to teachers and students for browsing and borrowing (CDEC subscribers can borrow items).  More normally however, Resources Officer will use this area to put together packs of resources that are requested by schools via telephone or email.
What is the role for a volunteer?

In general, to support in promoting topic boxes to and to fulfil loan requests from schools.
Main tasks:
· Respond to resource requests from schools by putting together resource boxes for them and arranging for these to be delivered.
· Chase schools who have overdue resources to return (mainly via email)
· To update the resource loans database and paper file so we know who has borrowed which items
· To photograph and summarise individual items in the topic boxes
· To put this information on the CDEC website
What skills and experience do I need?

· An interest in development education and the issues it covers
· The ability to work independently

· Attention to detail
· Good written communication skills

· The skills to use email, the internet, Word and Access

· The ability to travel to Ambleside 

What skills and experience will I gain?

· Knowledge of development education and how teachers can use the themes (anti-racism, school linking, human rights, climate change) and skills (critical thinking, philosophy for children) that CDEC covers in the classroom.

· In-depth knowledge of CDEC and what it can offer you 
· Access to CDEC’s resources

· The chance to attend CDEC events (school-based work and professional development courses) where possible

Who will I be working with?
Claire Ward – Finance and Administrative Officer
Gina Mullarkey – Global Education Manager
Where is the volunteer post based?

At CDEC’s Ambleside Office:

University of Cumbria

Low Nook

Rydal Road

Ambleside

Cumbria

LA22 9BB

How much time is needed?

About 1 day a week for a minimum of three months

What about expenses?

All travel expenses will be paid

Who should I contact for more details?

Gina Mullarkey, Global Education Manager
Tel: 015394 30231
Email: gina@cdec.org.uk
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