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Where on Earth is Kigali?     

Type of activity: Internet research 

Who is it for?  All the family  

What do I need?  
- Internet with Google Maps 
- pen and pencil 
- curiosity 

Introduction 
On 25 May, it is Africa Day, when the world celebrates all things African, and countries in 
Africa mark what makes them unique. 

So you might have heard that Africa is not a country; you see it on the map as a massive 
continent, so it makes sense there has to be a variety of everything. But somehow it still 
evokes associations and images that make it blur into one entity.  

Meanwhile, it is actually one of the most diverse continents: there are seven climate zones, 
3700 animal species, and over 3,000 different ethnic groups speaking more than 2,100 
different languages living in 54 countries.  

Let’s explore and pay a virtual visit to some of them… 

Here’s how to... 

This is a perfect activity for a rainy day 😊, as it can take us to some quite sunny places.  

1. Sit down, each of you with a piece of paper and a pen or pencil.  
2. First, list all the African countries that come to your mind on your piece of paper. If 

you struggle go to https://www.nationsonline.org/oneworld/capitals_africa.htm, they 
are listed there together with the names of their capitals.  

3. Split some of the capitals and countries between yourselves, then go on Google Maps 
and type in the name from your list (for instance Kigali, Rwanda).  

a. Click on the photo in the top left corner, it will take you to the photos, you can 
then click through the photos of the place with two arrows in the bottom right 
of the screen.  

b. If you fancy a virtual walk, click the ‘360 view’ option or ‘street view’ (yellow 
human icon) it will allow you to ‘be in the street’ that is on the photo, using the 
arrow start the tour.   

4. Repeat with several different cities and countries. Talk about what drew your 
attention, the things you noticed, any similarities and differences between those 
places and also how they compare to the place you live in. 
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What now? 

 You can continue your journey and explore the country of your choice in more detail, 
clicking different parts, like towns, villages, the countryside.  

 You can also try to find out more about the given country so that you can later play a 
‘Country, city game’. To play the game, you each need to make your own table with 
columns labelled with categories. The categories can be country, city, famous person, 
animal, plant, food and so on. One of the players starts by saying the alphabet in their 
head. Another player says stop. If they stopped at letter U, everybody needs to find a 
word starting in U in each category. If necessary, use the internet; however, the point 
of the game is to see how much we know already 😊 

 


