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Take action: Inspire Change on Mandela Day 

Type of activity: Taking action in your community 

Who is it for?  All the family  

Links to the Sustainable Development Goals: 

• SDG 10: Reduced Inequalities  

• SDG 16: Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions 

• SDG 17: Partnerships 

Explore these SDGs here https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/ and 

with the World’s Largest Lesson here https://worldslargestlesson.globalgoals.org/ 

What do I need?  

• Curiosity 

• A wish to make your community a better place to live 

• Energy to get up and take action! 

 

Introduction 

A big part of Mandela Day is taking action to make your community a better place, and to 

inspire long-term change. This is what Nelson Mandela tried to achieve in his lifetime (to 

learn more about his life, have a go at our other Mandela Day activity ‘Mandela Day – who was 

Nelson Mandela?’). This activity gives you some ideas of what you can do to start change and 

hopefully you will inspire others to do the same. 

Here’s how to... 

Think about some of the things that you think that could be improved in your community.  

• Perhaps there is some rubbish on the pavements and the verges; this could inspire you 

to organise and lead a litter pick.  

• Find out about tree planting schemes near you and join one of them, or even start your 

own! 

• Research an issue you’d like to find out more about, maybe climate change, and learn 

what you can do to make a difference and reduce the impact the issue has on our 

world. 

• Write to your local newspaper and your MP about the issue you have researched, or 

another that you care about. 

• Next time you need to go out, see if you can walk instead of taking the car – little 

actions like this lead to bigger impacts world wide with less pollution and better 

personal health (walking is good exercise for both your body and your mind). 
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What now?  

Share your plans, action and results with your friends and family. If you manage to inspire 

them too to make your community a little bit better, why not ask your school teacher if you 

can tell the rest of your school about your action – you can inspire them too!  

 

 


